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will continually increase in an inverse ratio to
the quantity of the duty and the vigour with
which it is collected; for illicit trade, excited by
too tempting lures, gains protectors among those
by whom it ought to be repressed and agents
who had been appointed its opponents. Such
disastrous taxes might likewise find substitutes in
the natural and just increase of direct taxes; as
on land, from which no estate ought to be free;
for land finally bears the whole burden of taxation,
which burden is the heavier the more the means
of laying it on are indirect. How many disputes,
shackles, inquisitions and disorders would then
vanish! Plagues which are more odious, more
oppressive, than the burden of the tax itself;
and even more intolerable from the mode of
assessment than from the value 1 That artificial
vice which, before the last reign, was unknown
in your kingdom, the vice of illicit trade, which
makes deceit the basis of commerce, depraves the
manners, and inspires a general contempt for the
laws, then would disappear. To the regions of
hell itself would then be banished the infernal
power which your predecessor conferred on thethe immediate necessities of France, and of his
